
  
 
 

 
	
PANEL:	New	Opportunities	for	Conventional	Harvesting	
Systems	and	Biomass	Utilization		
 
A look into DxP vs. Conventional Designation Methods — A 
Sale Administrator’s Perspective  
STEVEN ORANGE (Timber Sale Administrator, Sisters Ranger District, Deschutes NF) 
 
The Sisters RD has seen both cut to length (CTL) and whole tree logging/skidding 
(WTL/ WTS) on our restoration projects over the years. Steven provided the pros/cons 
of each system including production efficiencies as well as environmental 
considerations. Real-time results and pictures of cutting units that have been 
harvested from each type were shown. 
 
Key Points: 

• Wheeled harvester vs. feller buncher 
• Cut to length vs whole tree 
• Forwarder vs. skidder 
• Skidder can’t distribute weight, forwarder can with tracks 
• Environmental considerations: long boom reach and decrease soil damage; 9’ 

wide trail reaches 30’ on each side (for 65’ span).  
• Applications and efficiencies: 

o WTL: lower residual basal area (under 80); slopes <40%; DxD 
o CTL: higher basal area (>80); better for aspen, riparian areas; more 

versatile, steep slopes, DxP 
• Which is best? CTL is more versatile; WTL is more productive 

 

 
Question: So there’s a higher diesel costs but scale to the project, that’s what makes 
the difference? 

Answer: Yes 
 
Q: Mill perspective is CTL is limited so we don’t like them. Whole trees get higher 
dollar receipts, right? 

A: Yes 
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Q: 3-5 acres/day, is that total restoration or just logging? 

A: Just logging 
 
Q: On CTL, are you leaving the slash in the woods? 

A: Yes, that does effect the cost of a project. 
 
Q: Can you give a comparison of tree lengths? 

A: Some operators are looking at both 
 
Q: Do you prescribe the system in your FS project sales? 

A: No, we discourage that. We don’t set NEPA up on a single system because 
you would fail if the system isn’t available.  
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